tical attitude, 


over on its back. 


NOVEMBER II, 1937. 


Target gliders have been successfully 

launched from the top centre sections 

of Fairey IIIF and other aircraft. (Flight 
photograph.) 


vquent distortion, caused a premature 
elease of the forward attachment. The 
croplane immediately assumed a ver- 
and, the sudden strain 


yroving too much for them, the rear 
ittachment cables parted. The aero- 


plane fell away in a sideslip and turned 
Ireland was thrown 
out and fell to his death. Usborne, 
jemaining in the machine, crashed with 
it. The death of two such valuable off- 
cers caused the scheme to be abandoned 
as far as small airships were concerned. 
As soon as large rigid airships became 
available, plans for aeroplane-carrying 
experiments were put forward. Early in 
1918 a Sopwith Camel single-seater aero- 
plane, with locked controls, was carried 
aloft by airship R23. When released, 
without pilot, it assumed a normal glide 
and made a good landing. Some time 
afterwards another Camel, piloted by 
Lieut. Keys, was safely released from the 
same airship. The success of these ex- 
periments gave rise to the hope that air- 
ships might be used as fast carriers for 
aeroplanes. The signing of the Armis- 
tice, however, delayed the experiments until 1925. 
In the later months of that year the late Sqn, Ldr. R. A. 
de Haga Haig carried out a series of experiments in releas- 
ing a D.H.53 light aeroplane from the airship R33 and sub- 
sequently re-attaching. Various difficulties were encoun- 
tered, particularly with regard to hooking-on to the air- 
ship, but sufficient information had been obtained to enable 
experiments to be carried out the following year with two 


The mechanism used for dropping and picking up the fighters carried by the American airship Macon. 
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Gloster Grebes. These were successful, but the closing- 
down of the Airship Establishment brought about the 
cessation of the experiments. 

In the United States experiments on similar lines were 
carried out. By the winter of 1933 several hundred 
Jaunchings and re-attachments had been performed by the 
four fighters carried by the airship Macon, and the opera- 
tion had become regarded as of a routine nature. 


These photographs 


were taken during the initial experiments with a trainer. 


PRACTICAL DIARIES 


ih ‘UR different 1938 diaries produced by journals associated 
with Flight are now on sale. Prepared by specialists with 
practical knowledge, they will be found invaluable by de- 
tees Of motoring, motor cycling, photography and wireless. 
The Autocar diary has been further revised to assist the 
Tdilary motorist with all kinds of useful information, while 
“© sporting enthusiast will find that his special sections have 
ven retained The Motor Cycle diary has a scope so wide 
‘ie eee details of steamer services to that motor cyclists’ 
“ecca, the Isle of Man, are included. The Amateur Photo- 


grapher diary contains complete data on almost every aspect 
of photography. Lastly, The Wireles World diary has been 
greatly extended to include data and formul# covering the 
latest developments; various codes are also set out, and this 
diary is one that will definitely be found useful by those con- 
cerned with aircraft radio. 

All these diaries are attractively bound in leather cloth, with 
pencil, and are obtainable at 1s. 6d. each from booksellers 
and stationers, or direct from the publishers, Iliffe and Sons 
Ltd., Dorset House, Stamford Street, S.E.1. 


